This, the most recent 'Advances in Anaesthesia', is said by its editors to be 'to some extent ... complementary' to the 12th edition and none but the first chapter is concerned with subjects discussed in 1976. This edition reminds one of the increasing specialization within anaesthesia and that advances in the surgical specialities are paralleled by new techniques and drugs. Frequently the rest of anaesthesia benefits from these advances, but not always. The average consultant anaesthetist will find that the chapters on cardiac anaesthesia and on nitroprusside are of less than passing interest, and the content is probably well known to the practitioner in these particular fields. Not all consultants will need the information in the chapter on obstetric analgesia and anaesthesia, so ably presented by Dr Moir, or in that on dental anaesthesia which, however, is unlikely to reach the many occasional anaesthetists (GPs and dentists) practising in this field. Of the other chapters, the first two are of interest to all as is the one on postoperative care, though this might be grouped with the remainder (which deal with controlled ventilation, monitoring, management of trauma and treatment of self poisoning) as being recent advances in critical/intensive care medicine.
The speciality of anaesthesia is at a crossroads: a possible point of fragmentation into 'sub-specialities. Though this book will be useful to registrars reading for the FFARcsorsenior registrars involved in anaesthetizing for surgery they may never encounter again, it is of limited interest to 90% of consultants.
ADRIAN PADFIELD SectionEditor SectionofAnaesthetics
Case Studies in Ultrasound R J Bartrum & H C Crow pp 435 £14.95 Eastbourne: Saunders 1979 The title describes the book well for it isa collection ofover 120cases in which ultrasound investigation played a crucial part in making the diagnosis. The presentation is interesting; the cases are presented in random order to prevent the reader's mind becoming fixed on any subject or system as he proceeds. Each case is presented with the clinical history, discussion, ultrasound pictures and references. The layout is designed to prevent the reader having to refer to an illustration on a page separate from the text. The subject matter covers the field of ultrasound scanning well, while a good index overcomes the problems of the random method of case presentation.
It is unfortunate that the sonograms are presented with black echoes on a white ground rather
